POLICY Board of Trustees - Montgomery College 58003

Chapter: Academic Affairs Modification No. 001

Subject: Academic Freedom

A sound educational environment requires a secure framework of academic freedom. Academic
freedom establishes the right and implies the obligation of a scholar to examine all data and to
question every assumption. Academic freedom has to do with methods of inquiry rather than with
the personal views of the inquirer. It debars one from preconceived conclusions. It obligates a
teacher to present all information fairly, because it asserts the student's right to know all aspects
of the facts. Academic freedom does not require neutrality on the part of either an individual or
an institution but it does require candidly declared efforts to advance a particular point of view, as
well as complete access to the facts underlying an argument and plain distinction of personal or
institutional opinion from objective inquiry. To restrict the availability or limit the presentation of
data or opinions, even though they may be considered erroneous, is to impinge upon academic
freedom. Regardless of whether faculty members hold probationary initial appointments or are
on extended contract or permanent tenure, the same principles of academic freedom must apply
to all.
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